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Enemy fire . . . combat area . . . vital mission over combat zone; 
these phrases are not generally associated with the C-140. 

The C-140 JetStar is essentially a non-combatant 
airplane. It rolls from its assembly-line birthplace in peaceful 
Georgia without armour plating or camouflage*. It enters service 
as a utility transport, a special mission airplane, a corporate 
jet, a supersonic transport simulator, or outfitted electrically to 
flight check air navigational aids around the world. 

Military JetStars are nonetheless valuable to the defense effort 
and keeping the peace. Quite often, as many news clippings suggest, 
JetStars and their crews undertake vital military missions 
contributing valiantly to the job at hand — into, out of, and under 
combat conditions, as in Viet Nam. 

This is one such story. 



*Today, all C-140's assigned to the 
1867th. Facility Checking Squad¬ 
ron of the Air Force Communica¬ 
tions Service have been camou¬ 
flage-painted because its nav aids 
checking responsibility covers 
Southeast Asia — including Viet 
Nam. 
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Among the camouflaged air* Fw*e 
-craft prowling the skies of 
.Vietnam, three Air Force 
jC-140 Jetstars stand out like 
isore thumbs. 
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over Viet Oong infested jun¬ 
gles at altitudes just above 
! the tree-tops to heights of 
140,000 feet. Mission of the 
l! Jetstar aircrews is to check 60 Tughly-tra 
! aerial navigation aids IN AV¬ 
OIDS) operated and main¬ 
tained in Vietnam by the Air 


Jet Star Pilot Picks 
NCO Under Enemy 

Evading Viet Cong groundfire in 
a daring maneuver to recover a 
member of its crew, the AFCS Jet- 
Star recently became the first pure 
jet aircraft to land on a short, 
aluminum mat rurvway. 

The OMG, operational airtrnft 
of the Bacific Comm Area s ISTSth 
Facility Checking Sq. literally 
“dropped down” into the brief 
strip at Chu Lai to pick up TSgt. 

Robert L. Williams, 36, of Okla¬ 
homa City, Okla. 

Capt. Dendy E. Lewis, Ramer, 

Ala., was Che pilot who landed the 
sleek orange-tailed jet Which some¬ 
times operates at speeds near 
mach. Capt. Alva B. O’Brien, New 
Orleans, La., was copilot on that 
sortie, which was to flight check 
the AFCS tactical air navigational 
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Mfhut the V r ,„ a c e Sometimes the JetStar has a pan- 
botihat Stand ^ ^ 6 j technician on the ground at the 

professional < facility it is aerially testing. Ser- 

el^ttonicfi mi 8 eant Williams, the “ground man” 

arTfWtne’-bi < mgs checking a theodolite at this TA- 
m«r- intenor of # ,vf OAN . bad been dropped off earlier 
tr#i c testing^ . -- by a small prop-driven transport. 

|Ly’ the The field came under mortar at- 
iv. jonv tack causing cancellation of the 
close transport scheduled to pick him 
re this up and continue with another 
ouid be phase of the checking mission. 

Captain Lewis elected to go 
ete in- down after his man. It wasn’t 
.rippled only because of the danger Wil- 
g A j k liams was in—one hit was about 
s e /. 200 yards from the TACAN—but 
pVh of also because he was needed to 
complete the mission. 

Captain Lewis said he can think 
of no other jet he would have tried 
such a maneuver. But having 
flown so many combat sorties, 
flight checking aids to aerial navi¬ 
gation (NAVAIDS) at low level 
often under Viet Cong fire, he had 
mr s unusual confidence in this air- 
. >d Ole pj ane to “do what didn’t seem pos- 
,ded. sibie.” 
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H I S THEODOLITE 

man was on the ground 
under mortar fire and the 
mission needed him, so 
Capt. Dendy E. Lewis de¬ 
cided to go in after him, 
landing his JetStar on a 
short runway* 

Blood for Vietnam 

H!CKAiM AP3, Hawaii 
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Mn7*h ( otnm Gp. blood bB r, .k h re- 

recvnMy an# that 25 D’tbts 

o f blood had beer donated by the 
Gr »t*p for our armed forces *n 
Vietnam. 
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U;S. Air Force efforts are un¬ 
derlay uj#„nd Military Affili¬ 
ate Rad * (.MARS) service 

to Austria? servicomcp hos^lal- 
ized in Vietnam, ?t has been dis¬ 
closed by Col. Charge" V £holtz, 
Jr., ’96ith Comm Gp. co*nm .rder. 

Da * ■ eg unforc-se$ i - M ft w :; ties, 
service cco*d start in two wefks. 
“We ^b?U have a number of prob¬ 
lems to solve be»o.e we can actual¬ 
ly go on the air in Australia,” 
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CbtcMng Squadron is erne of its 

mne pilots, MaJ, Fred J. Me* 
Knight who was flying the Binh 
Thuy mission when the airplane 
was hit. 

Nine panel technicians, all 


The JetStar operation of the 

1667th Facility Checking Squad* 
i on is the U.S. Air Force s princi¬ 
pal assurance that its NAVAIDs 
and air route structure (“high¬ 
ways in the sky”) are properly 
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The Lockheed-Georgia Company 


A Division of Lockheed Aircraft Corporation 
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ARTICLES: Lead clipping reproduced from the pages of AFCS Intercom, 

a publication of Air Force Communications Service Headquarters, 
Scott AFB, III., 3-25-66. Montage background: Intercom, Van 
Nuys, California News, and The Southern Star—a Lockheed- 
Georgia Company newspaper published at Marietta, Ga. 


PHOTOS: United States Air Force and Lockheed-Georgia Company. 






















